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Essentials of the research plan. Background and significance of the doctoral dissertation.

The art, including the visual arts, holds a great power. This power has the ability of influencing the man’s character. This fact did not remain unnoticed by the great philosophers, starting with Plato, and it plays the significant role to this day. The contemporary art educators take advantage of this capability as well.
The relationship between art and religion has a long tradition, as witnessed by the temples and its art decorations all over the world. In the times of the low literacy the churches and its art decorations were considered as the books of the poor where the visitors could see the particular painting and statuary scenes depicting important stories of the religious life.
We can take advantage of this relationship and this power of art in the education, particularly in the education of children in elementary and secondary schools, and thus enrich the interconnection of subjects with such an extraordinary area. The natural stage for the metaphysical education could be the galleries and art museums where the irreplaceable contact with the original artwork and its appropriate interpretation can serve as water of life for the development of the forgotten depths of the human being.
I will study the development of the particular components of the personality, its eventual phases, changes and possibilities on the groups of children from primary and secondary schools who will participate in this programme in the art gallery. During this study, I will use the methods of the qualitative research (controlled interview, questionnaire). 

 I would like to answer the following questions: Is the development of the religious side of the personality important and why should it be developed? How can the perception of art help in this process? How should such instruction be formed and organized? Where should this instruction take place (gallery, church, external sculptural monuments of our landscape) and who should perform it? Who should be the addressee of such educational programmes and should they be part of the national curriculum (of kindergartens, primary and secondary schools)?
I would like to confirm that the works of art and art creation can immensely contribute to the development of the spiritual side of the human personality. 
