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(Summary)

The aim of this presentation is to make a brief introduction to the topic of my thesis and its basic ideas. It will also clarify the basic terms and theories that can be considered as crucial for the purposes of this thesis. In the course of this presentation the intended structure of the doctoral thesis, as well as its methodology, will be outlined.

The research in the area of cultural education is focused on its position in Czech education. It will be necessary to focus on defining the vast field of cultural education at the very beginning of this thesis as this issue is not so frequently covered in the current pedagogical research in the Czech Republic. However, the main interest of the researcher will focus on the search for the potential of cultural education in specific Czech conditions. It will highlight the historical tradition of culture-based education in our country and its comparison with the situation today. Further chapter of the thesis will address the situation abroad. On the one hand, there is a long-lasting tradition of cultural education in Poland, which has very close links to the development of Czech pedagogy, or we can speak about a well-developed system of cultural pedagogy in Germany. On the other hand, there is a contrasting concept of culture focused on education, called sociocultural animation,  in southern Europe. In order to introduce those conceptions, the thesis will have to use a great number of foreign-language resources. The attention will be paid even to texts published in English, in particular the latest UNESCO publications concerning this topic will be explored. 

The researcher’s need for processing the topic mentioned above has appeared after the results of her latest research have been described. The results show the changes of our society in the era of globalization and how those changes are reflected in the theory and practice of education. This research enabled me as a researcher to find out the common denominator of those phenomena, which runs through the whole issue. The central element there was culture. In pedagogical consequences culture is treated as a base of one’s identity. All human beings naturally have a need to define themselves as members of certain groups. Traditional social rules and stereotypes are being broken in the postmodern era, but people still need to feel or identify some clear patterns of behaviour. As they have problems to find those, the individuals deviate from the standard form of behaviour to socially pathologic behaviour more easily. In the above named field the importance of culture is being perceived. Culture is a base with which everything can be identified. It offers us some background and orientation. Culture is the way that saturates one’s spiritual needs. That is why it is highly required to teach people to perceive and understand culture and cultural phenomena properly. Therefore, it is the primary aim of this thesis to introduce cultural education as a way aimed at achieving proper perception of cultural education; to introduce this path or way as that is decisive in the process of socio-emotional and moral formation of a human being. 

In the end, the presentation will briefly introduce the empiric part of the research and its methods, which are still being developed in the process of research and consultations.


