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Introduction

      The focus of my dissertation is on the problems of immigrant children who have settled in the Czech Republic for an extended period of time or permanently. In addition, I have compiled information on best practices of programmes throughout the country that have facilitated the successful adaptation and integration of this specific population into Czech society. 

       Immigration is currently a global issue that was not relevant for former Czechoslovakia.  Since 1989, the Czech Republic has become a destination for many immigrants and foreigners. Children of immigrants belong to this group as well. For example, in the 2005 school year, foreign pupils comprised more than one percent of the overall pupil population of Czech basic  schools. 

The experience of personnel working  with foreigners in our country, particularly in the area of social, legal and psychological counselling, has shown that children exhibit fewer problems than their parents.  That is the justification for the absence of special programmes supporting their adaptation and integration in this country.  State schools that meet the specific needs of these children simply do not exist, as is common abroad. 

Current research and my ten years of personal experience working with children who have psychosocial and social-cultural handicaps contradict the belief that children are not as affected by immigration as their parents.  Contrary to popular belief, the process of integration has been shown to be just as traumatic for immigrant children. 

Goals of my dissertation

      We will focus on the concept of social-cultural handicaps, emphasize the importance of specialized school education, and note the school risks.  One of the aims of my project is to describe the situation of immigrant children in the Czech Republic by documenting current domestic best practices for their integration,as well as assessing their mental state, social and school situation.

Statistics indicate  that integration of this population into society is quite difficult and their needs have been overlooked in this country. 

Linguistic and cultural barriers complicate the specific educational needs of immigrant children. Special classes where special education methods are used have been established for teaching Czech-as-a-second-language.  Pupils who acquire a sufficient level of fluency are gradually integrated into „normal“ classes. 

In basic schools, where pupils from different ethnic, cultural, religious and social backgrounds are educated, it is essential to create a positive multicultural  environment, in which cultural and religious differences are respected and in which the representatives of various cultural, ethnic, religious and other minorites are provided equal opportunities to succeed.

Research problem 

Teachers are attempting to facilitate the adaptation of immigrant children to the best of their abilities. They are seeking new methods and creating their own tools suitable for educating  immigrant pupils in „normal classes.“

Conclusion

The purpose of compiling current best practices for integrating immigrant children into the classroom is for teachers to be able to replicate what has been shown to work. 

