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ABSTRACT


The thesis “Artists in the Picture” deals with the contemporary developmental tendencies of performative audio-visual production  in the Czech Republic after 2000. It is focused on the depiction of authors (mainly from art academies and art educational departments) in their own works. The emphasis is on those Czech authors of moving images who personally appear in front of the camera in order to   become part of their own spontaneous, performative and stylized action.
For this purpose, not only video cameras, but many devices, including cameras, mobile phones and web cameras may be used. The widespread use of technology in art works focused on self-depiction appears at the turn of the millennium, in connection with the simple digital capture of audio-visual tracks, often in artistically and pedagogically oriented schools. The thesis should deal with, not only the genre division and the possibilities of hierarchization of categories that are variously produced by the artists, but also find out how moving images focused on self-depiction can influence students within seminars, and if self-depiction is useful as an educational method. 

RESEARCH METHODS


Within the framework of intermedia seminars, preference is given to  productions of authorial audiovisual works which are focused on the act of self-depiction. A reflection on the contemporary production of Czech artists is therefore an essential informational and inspirational source. These results will serve adequately for  study purposes. In the first phase of the project,  the most important part is the data collection about artists who work with the self-depiction phenomenon in video. It is also necessary to lead guided discussions with artists, to prepare text analyses and documentation of the selected Czech artists who focus on the act of self-depiction in their own works and on the possibilities of using their approaches in the works of fine arts students. 

IMPORTANT RESEARCH QUESTIONS






      1. What role does the fact that the videos are created in seminars at artistically and pedagogically oriented schools, play? 

2. Can  self-depiction in a moving image be used as a fully-fledged educational method within the intermediate seminars?

3. What kind of meaning and feedback can be provoked by self-depiction from the viewpoint of education, in the case of students of arts?

4. How can the communication strategy of authorial self-depiction influence potential participants ? 
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