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I see and I forget, I see and hear and I remember, I see and hear and do and I understand. (Chinese proverb)
The complex process of training and education is highly influenced by an important factor, which are didactic means, that is to say, all means, both material and non-material, which a teachers disposes of in order to reach the initially set teaching goals. Into the cathegory of the non-material means fall, above all, didactic methods and teaching and learning style and forms, whereas as material means teaching aids, school facilities and tools, etc. can be regarded. While we can say that didactic means help teachers to facilitate teaching, to make classes more interesting and to motivate their pupils, and thus make for pupils' more efficient and faster understanding of the subject matter, the problem of the material didactic means is even more complex. That is why our research activity will only focus on one cathegory of the material didactic means, which is teaching aids, considered as the essential part of the former. They can be defined as objects transmitting or simulating the reality, thus rendering the classwork more explanatory and open.
Within teaching mathematics, teachers predominantly operate with abstract notions, which are very difficult to understand and materialize by pupils. A teaching aid can thus represent a materialized object of an abstract notion and manipulating it not only helps pupils to develop their logical thinking, but also improves their practical skills and the fine motor skills. An appropriate teaching aid may even contribute to the development of pupils' combinatorial thinking, concept of space, creativity, fantasy or the cooperation and groupwork skills. 

All teachers should be fully aware as regards various didactical means susceptible to their subject matter. Nevertheless, making use of such means should not represent the goal of the teaching, it should rather be an instrument to use. It is very important for the teachers to learn to work with particular material didactic means and to incorporate them into classes. Despite the fact that the current market literally abounds in a wide range of didactic aids, the quetion still is – Do teachers really make use of the aids in their classes? The answer is to be sought by means of the research investigation.
The dissertation aims at: 

· Characterizing the material didactic means.

· Characterizing teaching aids 
· Describing their possible use within the framework of mathematics classes. 
· Showing how incorporating teaching aids into the classwork makes the later more efficient.

· Proposing recommendations and setting principles related to the use of such means.

· Carrying out a research in the field of the exploitation of the teaching aids in mathematics classes. 
