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Introduction of the Dissertation Thesis
The dissertation theses is focused on the target group of seniors with visual impairment, particularly with diagnose of Age related macula degeneration (AMD). Theoretical part of the dissertation theses deals with specifics of this target group, including generalization of some knowledge on a theoretical level. Practical part of the thesis is focused particularly on area of awareness of pre-senior and senior citizens in relation to possibility of visual impairment, and also to area of optimization of interventions in the context of special education of people with visual impairment. On the base of research outcomes there will be described, how to realize special intervention and support for this target group. This all in compliance with respecting all the specifics of visual impairment and visual impairment caused by advanced stage of AMD and also the specifics of senior age. 
Aims of the Dissertation Thesis
The thesis has several partial aims. The main aim is to realize what is the situation in the field of awareness in relation to problem of visual impairment in the Czech Republic. The target group is people in pre-senior and senior age. High level of awareness is very important, so if there will be some deficiencies detected, we are going to draw up an ideal way, how to increase the level of awareness in mentioned context, and to test this way in practice. This ideal way will be based on the research findings. 
Next aim of the thesis is to describe, how is the support of seniors with visual impairment realized in abroad (English speaking countries), and how could we use these findings in Czech special education practice.
Last but not least we will describe the specifics of the target group of seniors with visual impairment (particularly with a diagnose of Age related macula degeneration, which is the leading cause of vision loss and blindness among people who are age 65 and older, living in industrially developed countries) using case studies. On the base of several case studies (and also on the base of practice experience of the author) we will draw up special pedagogical approach, which would be suitable for mentioned target group.
On the base of study of selected issue, there were specified following general research questions:

· What is the situation in the field of knowledge about visual impairment (particularly about AMD) in the Czech Republic at the target group of people in pre-senior and senior age?
· Which are the concrete negative impacts of visual impairment (particularly caused by AMD) on the lives of seniors and what are the possibilities how to decrease these negative impacts?

· Which useful facts does the comparison of special support of people in senior age with visual impairment (particularly with AMD) in the Czech Republic and in English speaking countries bring?

Each general research question has, of course, its specific sub-questions.
About the Research
We are going to mix quantitative and qualitative design of the research in the thesis, because the research topic is broad and specific. For quantitative data collection (data about awareness level) will be used structured interview. Normally it would be better to use questionnaire to collect quantitative data, but respect to the specifics of target group, questionnaire seems to be preferable. For qualitative data collection will be used several case studies. We will also compare the situation in the field of support of seniors with visual impairment in the Czech Republic and abroad using method of comparison.
We believe that chosen topic is current and will be beneficial for Czech special education theory and practice. 
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