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Dissertation: The Reconstruction of the Category of a Woman as an Object of Education 

My dissertation is focused on the unknown problems of the history of education, which is illustrated by the issue women’s education in the Middle Ages discourse. My research proceeded from the unanswered question of women’s education in the past. The contemporary positivism research is specialized only in the 19th century women’s education and focuses primarily on the institutionalisation of education (let us assume that women were not educated before). However, this point of view is very limited; my research is therefore setting a new paradigm and making use of a new kind of a methodology.

The question of women’s education in the Middle Ages needs to be solved by the post-structural analysis of historical epistemic structures, especially by the Foucault’s analysis of discourse. The methodology is based on a new point of view. The post-modern research deals with relative social structures and its changes; it is also focused on explanation and producing a new theory. In opposition to the quantitative research it doesn’t need to bring objective truth. The interdisciplinary approach enables us to reconstruct women’s role in horizontal and vertical level of social spheres. The main goal of my research work is not only to define the social gender roles of women, but I am dealing with problems of general definition of medieval education as well and especially with the determination of gender on the subject matters, forms and goals of the medieval education. 

Thanks to this approach we are able to see a different kind of education which was designated for women. In the Middle Ages the basic institution for formal education was the convent. Furthermore, in the early Middle Ages there were more women convents than men monasteries. Later on, the formal education was mostly split up in many types of schools (church school, urban school….). For example in an urban community women needed to be as well educated as men because of their social roles. Urban women were more independent than it seemed to be. The education, consequently, played the same role in women’s lives as in men’s.   

In conclusion I would like to briefly point out my theoretical sources which mostly consist of the post-modern literature, especially the historical one - so called Women’s History, represented in the first line by the French Annals School and a gender history based on Joan W. Scott’s theories from the late 80´s. For the picture to be complete I am analysing medieval founts too, such as lyric poems, preaches, scenes, paintings etc. These were created not only by men but by educated women as well. 
