Mothers with children serving a sentence of imprisonment 

Mothers staying together with their children in correctional facilities represent an entirely specific group. The subset of children then represents the only group legally staying in prison without its members having been unconditionally sentenced to imprisonment or at least accused. The Act on service of a sentence of imprisonment defines the conditions for the service of imprisonment by mothers of children under legal age as follows: 

· the case deserves special regards,

· the conditions in the prison make it possible for mothers to stay there with their children,

· personal preconditions exist on the part of the convicted woman,

· the child is not older than 3 years as a rule,

· the child was not to be entrusted in the care of another person,

· certificate of a doctor, clinical psychologist and authority for social and legal protection of children confirming that the stay together with the mother during her service of imprisonment is for the benefit of the child.

If the idea saying that a stay in prison is extremely stressing for an overwhelming majority of individuals is accepted as an axiom, this fact may then be perceived much more intensively by convicted women who would have to leave their children because of the ordered service of imprisonment and to place them in the care of a close person in a better case and in an institutional care in the worse one.  

Important pedagogical aspects are represented e.g. by the following fields: 

· pedagogical possibilities of comprehensive approach to children staying in prison,

· possibilities of pre-school upbringing and education for children in prison,

· possibilities of mutual completion of the functional and intentional upbringing of children in the prison environment.

The problems of treating children and their convicted mothers must be characterised by broad inter-disciplinarity. It is interpreted most often from the viewpoint of law, special pedagogy, psychology, medicine and social work. None of the views may be omitted while the given sphere of problems is being dealt with.  


Pedagogical disciplines often oscillate on the border line between varied fields of science and at the same time it is just the inter-disciplinary approach to the solution that provides broader insight and enables a more effective intervention in the case of the target group.  

The pedagogical dimension of the approach to the group of mothers with children enables combinations of advantages provided by theoretical fields of science on which it is necessarily based and from which it receives impulses with practical applications of gained knowledge in the particular bio-psycho-socio-spiritual situation of an individual. 

