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Special education intervention focused on the cohesiveness and the function of family with multihandicapped child

Introduction

Intended dissertation thesis is based on results of diploma thesis, where were found some complicated relationships among fathers and multihandicapped children, fathers had problems to accept disability of children and they often left family – the leaving has impact on function of family. In accordance to that, the aim of the research is to describe the fatherhood in children with disabilities. To compare this topic in Czech and foreign literature, ascertain causes of complicated relations, delineate father’s ways of coping with disability – that is why it suggest special intervention provided by specialists (significantly on the area of special education with or supported by psychologists), who are trained to work with multihandicapped children and their parents. The research is based on cooperation with fathers, who were able to deal successfully with accepting disability of their children. Experience and strategy of those fathers are collected and researches can learn how in some way can be generalized strategies used to help fathers, who don’t feel ready to stay on expected position. 
Main goal

Main goal is a description characteristics of contemporary family with multihadicapped child, detail the fatherhood, an insight in feelings of fathers after telling diagnosis and an understanding of resilient factors used in these families.
Research questions

· How fathers accept disability of their child, what are their attitudes to disability?

· Which factors affect the process of accepting the disability?

· Which strategies use fathers to cope with disability?
· Did birth of multihandicapped child change relation between mother and father (in father’s opinion)?

· What is influence of father’s absence on development multihandicapped child?

· Are there any special intervention programs to help or support fathers in selected countries in the world?
Methodology

As a first step was prepared piloting research, which was realized as specific research called “The influencing competencies of parents of a child with multiple disabilities” two years ago. The next research “The role of the family in a comprehensive approach to the education of persons with disabilities” was done one year ago. Next year will be finished the last piloting research, which will be aimed at coping strategies of fathers.

As a main method of research will be interview. In project of dissertation research is supposed, that fathers don’t want to discuss with young woman, therefore we chose the questionnaire for more intimate way of questioning and answers. During previous piloting researches has been shown that fathers are glad to talk about their problems, they expressed a lot of information about their feelings, attitudes and relationships among them and mothers, children and even grandparents (of children), but they were not willing to fill the questionnaire.

Qualitative part
Questions will be compiled for the semi structured interview, which will be realized in families with multihandicapped child. 
Quantitative part 
Despite of the above-mentioned reasons the similar questions will be compiled in the questionnaire, which will be sent to cooperating organizations, institutions and schools, because for the research is important to verify qualitative results.
Research sample

Research sample contains fathers of multihandicapped child (disability of child is visible, often two or more disability together, heavy degree), age of fathers is variable (from 30 to 60), education level of fathers (elementary, high school and university). At the present time as a sample there are 14 fathers and 16 other fathers is assumed.
The control sample will be composed of fathers of blind children.
Benefits

Results spread academic findings in special education, in intervention focused on families with multihandicapped child or early intervention as a social service. Dissertation will show characteristics of family with multihandicapped child, mainly fatherhood and will describe most frequently used coping strategies.
Results can help students during preparation for work in families or with families (counseling, early intervention, special education centers, special schools).
As soon as will be recognized and described all the factors, which helped previously observed fathers, will be specified the target group – fathers who cope with disability worse or fathers, who wait to birth multihandicapped child.

