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Summary of presentation

In my thesis I focus on the area of tactile sign language in communication of children with deaf-blindness. The most specialists agree upon the fact that communication is the biggest problem of people with dual sensory loss. An acquisition of communication skills is impossible without help in the case of congenital or acquired deaf-blindness at an early age. Tactile sign language as one of the communication possibilities of deafblind children can change this difficult situation and help deafblind children solve this problem.

In the theoretical part of my thesis I would like to focus on definition of deaf-blindness, classification, causes and consequences of deaf-blindness. Furthermore I mention the communication means of people with this impairment. 
People who are deafblind may use different communication methods. It’s likely that majority of them will always use more than one method of communication. Concerning the communication means of people with acquired deaf-blindness we can divide people with acquired dual sensory loss into two main groups: 
1) people who prefer spoken language
- can use for example finger spelling, Lorm alphabet, Tadoma, Braill alphabet, sign supported Czech language and others methods,

2) people who prefer sign language

- can use sign language and signed Czech.

In the case of people with congenital or acquired deaf-blindness at an early age is possible to choose for example objects of reference, symbols, tactile sign language and other communication systems.

 The aim of the practical part of the thesis is to find out the process of grasping the concept of space and movement in space. It will be done through analysis of communication acts of each group of respondents. 

For deafblind children it is extremely difficult to grasp concept of space. However understanding the concept of space and movement in space is for them necessary prerequisite to grasp communication by means of tactile sign language that uses movement in space for articulation. I would like to find out the possible ways of grasping the concept of space and movement in space with the aim to find out what facilitates the grasping. The information gained in research will be applied while developing communication of deafblind children by means of tactile sign language.


As a practical outcome of the thesis I would like to work out the method of teaching deafblind children to use all types of movements because it will facilitate the process of grasping the concept of space and movement in space for them. 
