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1 Introduction into discussed problems

The education of socially disadvantaged pupils is currently one of the most discussed problems in the area of providing equal opportunities in education. In many aspects, it is the object of attention of the individual educational politics of EU countries. In this sense, we can talk about collective effort to create educational conditions enabling the disadvantaged pupils to overcome their disadvantage coming mainly from their family environment. Socially disadvantaged family environment can influence proper development of a child and can be a substantial variable in the chances of the children to reach education and to prove successful in society. Social disadvantage can be understood in three views:

· as a state of failure of a social environment where an individual lives and where a process of his/her socializing is therefore endangered (e.g. a low socio-economic status of a family)

· as a state of a low social status of an individual in a society resulting from various causes

· in the most general view as a result of a insufficiently or inadequately stimulating environment (socio-economic status of a family need not to be disrupted).

Robert J. Havighurst (1964) also sees social disadvantage from three aspects – a child’s family characteristics, personality traits of a child and a family social environment. J. Cleg and J. Ginsborg (2006) add that defining and delimiting of social disadvantage is not easy, as we often characterize this phenomenon using socio-economic status of a family. Seen from this perspective, the role played by the school in overcoming and elimination of social disadvantage is crucial.

In relation to primary socialization, a child entering school gradually meets school as an institution of its own, having its own rules. When pupils are incorporated into groups of class and school children, they learn the social relations, roles and orientation in society in complex (Havlík, Novotná, Prokop, 1993). The incorporation of a pupil into the educational process is only successful when the pupil gradually accepts the school norms and takes them for internal (Helus, 2007). During the primary socialization, socially disadvantaged pupils may have accepted values, norms and patterns of behavior different from major society and that is why they may be inconsistent with the norms approved and required by major society. The school holds a leading position in relation to socially disadvantaged pupils, as it has deciding influence on not only how successful the individuals are in educational process and what level they finish their education on but also what way the individual chooses to live, what standard of living they have and, last but not least, whether the social disadvantage is being reproduces from one generation to another one (Katrňák, 2004).

It is one of the goals of the Czech Republic and other EU countries to apply commonly shared aims of inclusive education which eventually can prevent the reproduction of social disadvantage. In this sense, it is possible to identify common features and differences in education of socially disadvantaged pupils in individual countries.

2 Structure of dissertation thesis

Dissertation thesis composes of theoretical and empirical part. The main contribution of the theoretical part is gathering theoretical findings reflecting education of socially disadvantaged pupils in the following two countries. These findings enable to make the principles and the development of education of this specific group of pupils in the Czech Republic and Great Britain clear. The empirical part has both quantitative and qualitative characters. Taking into account the given aim of the thesis, it shall have theoretical and methodological character.

3 The aims of this dissertation thesis

The main aim of this dissertation thesis is to analyze and compare principles, general rules, mutual relations and approaches in the area of education of socially disadvantaged pupils of the countries chosen and also to clarify the substance of educational activities of the socially disadvantaged pupils, in particular in the view of chosen inclusive characteristics.

The aim of theoretical part of the thesis is, based on the study of foreign and Czech literature, to operationalise basic terms and to compare current approaches of education of the socially disadvantaged pupils (inclusive approaches in particular) and to analyze previous development of the problems in question in the countries chosen.

I work on the assumption that the individual (and in fact pro-inclusive) plans of both the Czech Republic and Great Britain reflect characteristics and needs of the group of socially disadvantaged pupils in the given country and at the same time I would like to show to what extent these individual needs of the group of socially disadvantaged pupils are factually fulfilled. The main aim of the empirical part of this dissertation thesis is to analyze and compare the individual differences of educational systems and declared precautions of the Czech Republic and Great Britain focused on teacher’s role in the process of education of socially disadvantaged pupils. Among the partial aims of the empirical part of the thesis are:

1 analyzing individual inclusive precautions, characteristics and needs of the socially disadvantaged pupils in the given country;
2 analyzing and comparing the individual leveling and supportive precautions in relation to socially disadvantaged pupils in countries in question;
3 carrying out an analysis of the role of the teacher, his/her competences and approach to socially disadvantaged pupils, including the finding what the attitudes of the people working in education of the socially disadvantaged pupils in the chosen countries are;
4 analyzing whether there currently is a general trend in the education of this variable group of pupils common to both countries.

4 Conclusion

The Czech Republic is (as well as Great Britain is) confronted with the complex situation of providing the equal chances in education of the socially disadvantaged pupils, mainly by inclusive precautions removing or at least eliminating the social disadvantage of the pupils. Although the group of socially disadvantaged pupils is very variable, showing different characteristics in each society and based on the fact, Great Britain is concerned with this issue for considerably longer time than the Czech Republic does, I assume that there is an inspiration to be found in the British model, which can be used as a base for future development and solution of often complicated problems in education of the socially disadvantaged pupils in the Czech Republic. 

The dissertation thesis shall be focused on the role of the teacher in educational process in relation to socially disadvantaged pupils, as it is one of the important agents and creators of the inclusive environment.  Social literacy of the teacher as an inherent characteristics and application of basic social skills vital for education of the pupil, including the development of the social competences embracing i.a. teacher’s effort and ability to approach and deal with people in positive manner in complicated environments in current globalizing society, are important preconditions of educational activity of the of the teacher in relation to the socially disadvantaged pupils.
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