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Museum-education is most often seen as a deliberate process of learning performed by 
a skilled, professional pedagogue. Yet, the educational potential of museums and galleries can be seen even in the time when there are no official lectures and animation programmes. In this respect, we talk about the so-called education of unorganized visitors. We know from experience that the portion of time spent in the museum or a gallery without any deliberate educational activities is rather considerable during the opening hours. This, too, is another subject of concern of the dissertation.

Cognitive processes - which take place by unorganized visitors of an exhibition – become the qualitative part of the study. The experimental sample of the study will predominantly be the visitors of animation programmes of The Museum of Art in Olomouc;  pupils of elementary schools will play a major role. The purpose of research is to create 
a situation in which the museum-pedagogue is not present and the visitors are left alone to use their own perception or material didactic instruments prepared in advance. We shall confine ourselves to the way the visitors perceive during the free exposition and to what extent does it  motivate them (through its focus on certain theme, through organisation of exposed objects and additional texts) to further educate themselves. The subject of interest will also be the children’s preferences when choosing from artistic objects (for further examination of some of them) and also the time they are willing to dedicate to examining. The methods of analyzed video-recording and tests will be used for gathering of necessary information. 

The second (quantitative) part of the study will be focused on the aforesaid material didactic instruments (further only MDI). We suppose – and practical experience based upon educational activities performed by various groups of visitors contributes to this presumption – that today’s visitor does not settle with only traditionally laid out exhibition: exposed objects with supportive information boards and additional legends (the more so when the visitors are children). This also proves the fact, that, although the topics are presented in an interesting way (in the eyes of the curator), there is fairly a small number of visits of exhibitions; they are not laid out interactively. One of the possibilities of making an exhibition interactive (when the museum-pedagogue is not present) is to provide the visitors with self-service MDI. Thus, another aim of the research is to describe the current situation of using - or not using - of such MDI by Czech pedagogues of museums. The investigation will take place among the Czech museum-pedagogues; the subject of matter will be whether these pedagogues prepare MDI, how often do they use them, what kinds do they use, alternatively what kind do they prefer most and why. Focus will always be placed on both self-service MDI and non-self-service MDI. We shall not forget to investigate whether the so-called substitutes (copies, reproductions, castings, imitations, models and facsimiles) are used in the education process. Among these, we also classify textual aids: guides for adults and children; catalogues; specialized publications. Focus will also be directed towards other additional materials such as work sheets which are currently most often seen form of on-text-based education. A half-structured interview in the form of questionnaire will be executed with selected museum-pedagogues.
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