The Use of Digital Photography in Art Education

In my thesis, I want to focus on digital photography as a new medium which offers us many possibilities in art education. Digital photography can be used as a creative method, and in this paper I would like to elaborate further on this idea. The thesis is divided into three parts: theoretical, empirical and methodological. 
I. The Theoretical Part 

Digital photography can be used in a wide range of art education such as composition, working with colors or using light, and the acquired knowledge and skills can be afterward employed in other art fields. That is why I want to focus on the possibilities which this medium offers to art education. Moreover, it may be used as an interdisciplinary medium ranging from taking pictures for a virtual herbal to discovering and comparing architectural styles. 
Since the digital medium has become very popular and nowadays it is an integral part of our daily lives, it is necessary to include this medium into educational curricula for both elementary schools and high schools. In contrast to analog photography, digital photography enables us to see not only the immediate outcome, but also to compare, print and above all to share pictures. 
The subject of the first chapter concerns a shift from using traditional art methods such as painting, graphics and drawing to the so-called new media, favored especially by young artists. Therefore, digital photography can become a useful educational tool for teaching image construction and composition. What is more, this medium is comprehensible to the youngest artists as they are in daily contact with it. Further chapters deal with e.g. the possibility to learn photography online and stereotypes in snapshot photography. 
II. The Empirical Part

The second part aims to carry out research and arrive at conclusions. The research was carried out by means of a questionnaire concerning the perception of a photo by young artists and viewers and its value for them, the frequency and reason for taking photographs or the way their photographs are presented. Also, I would like to ascertain where digital photography is being taught in our region, which methodological ways are employed, and if a theoretical or practical approach is applied. 
III.  The Methodological Part 

The methodological part consists of two sections, which are also available in the form of a textbook, with component chapters that comprise a total of 40 practical tasks, theoretical context of history and theory of photography and numerous examples of the work of the best contemporary photographers. 
This part is intended for teachers of art education to improve the quality of their teaching of digital photography, for beginning photographers and for online tutors as well. Some pictures which have been taken by students on the basis of this paper are analyzed in the empirical part of my thesis. 

Section 1: Using a Digital Camera
The aim of the practical tasks is to extend the students’ skills at working with a digital camera and to show them the possibilities of aperture values, how to work with the shutter, exposure value and its adjustment, a choice of adequate camera lens, etc.
Section 2: Image Construction and Composition

In this section, there are concentrated practical tasks regarding the elements of art (the building blocks used by artists to create a work of art), such as the horizontal, vertical and diagonal lines, the shape and form, symmetrical and asymmetrical composition, positive and negative space, hue, value and intensity of colors and their application, the transformation of a three-dimensional reality into a two-dimensional one, etc. This part includes working mainly with categories of fine-art photography, such as a portrait, landscape, still life, documentary photography and fashion photography.

