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In my thesis I would like to focus on the Quality of Life of Children with Retinopathy of Prematurity.
Retinopathy of prematurity (ROP) is the main cause of severe visual impairment and blindness in childhood. In context with the development of neonatal care in recent years are survive the extremely immature newborns with very low birth weight. Just this population of infants is at very high risk of developing ROP. ROP primarily affects premature infants weighing about 1500 grams or less that are born before 32 weeks of gestation.

With decreasing birth weight and gestational age, incidence of ROP has increased, as well as other health complications. In other words, incidence of ROP is directly proportional to the degree of prematurity. In general, ROP is registered in more than 50 % of cases of children with birth weight below 1250 grams. About 70 % of children’s blindness is caused by ROP.  In the Czech Republic is annually enrolled about 60 infants with this disease, which has fatal consequences of visual perception and causes severe visual impairment. About 90 % of all infants with ROP are in the milder category with minimal unfavourable consequences for visual functions. However, the most serious consequences of ROP affect 10 – 30 % out of all children with ROP.
ROP is a vasoproliferative disorder of the retina, which is characterized by abnormal growth of retinal blood vessels and their spread throughout the retina, which leads to irreversible changes. When the baby is born in full-term, the growth of retinal blood vessels is mostly complete. But if the baby is born prematurely, normal vessel growth may stop and may begin to develop process of ROP and leads to retinal detachment and thus to blindness.
The World Health Organization's “Vision 2020 programme” has identified ROP as an important cause of blindness in high and also in middle income countries. 
Severe visual impairment, even blindness acquired in infancy is associated with a lifetime of objective (significant socioeconomic factors) and serious subjective effects. Sensory deficit, loss or significant reduction in visual perception significantly interferes with all the components of normal life; some of them substantially limits (social relations, interpersonal communication and social interactions, area partnerships, career prospects, etc.). Designated factors undoubtedly affect the quality of life for individuals with severe visual impairment.

In connection with the development of medical or neonatal care will need a deeper knowledge of issues and related aspects of ROP more and more current. It is clear that ROP is associated with many adverse consequences, which may determine the quality of life. Therefore is originated the concept of quality of life of children with ROP.

Phenomenon of quality of life is currently a very widely discussed and considered issue, which is reflected by many scientific disciplines (philosophy, sociology, psychology, medicine, economics, ecology, education, etc.). Nowadays the content of conception Quality of Life includes all aspects of human life - physical, psychological, social. In particular, it is accented the issue of quality of life of specific client groups, in context of improvement of different types of interventions, which also include the category of children with ROP.
The starting point for measuring the quality of life is the concept of humans in the context of the bio-psycho-social dimension. There is an effort a comprehensive view of reflecting the overall quality of life with an emphasis on the subjective experience. In this sense I would like to describe specifics of quality of life of children with ROP. The aim of this work is to identify the subjective effects and impacts of ROP on the everyday life and measure of determination of its quality (physical and psychological condition, way of life and sense of life satisfaction, etc.).
In my thesis, I´m going to solve these questions: How ROP affects quality of life of children with this disease?; Is ROP associated with worse subjective evaluation of the quality of life?; How different are views on the quality of life of children with ROP and their parents?; Which aspects of quality of life are felt by children with ROP as subjectively problematic, or the most determined by visual impairment?; etc.
The resulting findings should be reflected in a few planes. On the theoretical level, should be expanded theoretical base of special pedagogy of people with visual impairment. In practice of special pedagogy, knowledge should serve to optimize the intervention of a group of people with ROP. 

In a broader context, the findings may be reflected in the process of making a specific instrument for evaluating quality of life of category with ROP, which would allow the assessment of the quantitative basis.
Contemporary quantitative point of view on the quality of life is represented by complex-oriented, generic, and specifically designed questionnaires. My research is designed as a quality-oriented, with the quantitative elements. This combination of methods is chosen in order to provide relevant information and at the same time respect the subjective view of each participant. Therefore, I have chosen a qualitative approach represented by semi-structured interview method with combination with a questionnaire, which will be distributed to parents.
I have chosen this topic because of my own case – I was born at 27th week of gestation with birth weight about 980 grams. Therefore, I have severe visual impairment with context of ROP. That´s why I want to address this issue. So, my quality of life - I could paraphrase quote from Seneca - Life has the meaning and quality, which we ourselves give him. 
