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Summary

Influence of foster family on child’s school performance
In my presentation I would like to introduce a problem I’m dealing with in my dissertation. The basic question is: Does foster care affect child’s school performance?
The foster care is a way of alternative family care in the Czech Republic, beside adoption and guardianship. It is a form of family care for children who are unable to live and grow up in their own families with their parents. Evidently, adoption is the best solving of the problem, but not every child may be adopted. There are many requirements, legislative and future-parents’, which forbid the child’s adoption.
For example the most frequented future-parents’ requirements for adoption are:
· “We want to adopt the youngest child possible, preferably a newborn child. “
· “We want only the child who is not of ethnic origin. “
· “We want a healthy child without handicaps or other disorders. “
· “We want the only one child, not siblings. “
For children who don’t meet these requirements and therefore they can’t be adopted, foster carers are the second hope for family life.
These children often come from diverse kind of family background and they can display different behaviour depending on their experience. Many of them have been abused or neglected. But all of them need security, stability and new-parents’ help to have a chance for normal life.
Many problems and negative experience could be identified at children’s school work. They can have problems with concentration, learning or school performance.

The goal of my research is to detect the range of foster-care children’s school problems, disabilities and handicaps. I would like to discover the significance of:
· duration of foster care,

· child’s gender,

· child’s age,

· number of siblings in a foster family,

· foster care educational background of foster care.
The main aim of my work is to prove that family foster care can help children to over come their disadvantages. Personal care in foster family have an impact a children’s school performance.
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