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Resume:

The topic | would like to deal with in my dissertat are small schools — their current
situation in the Czech Republic as compared toigareoncepts (analogues of our small
schools abroad) — namely with respect to innovatnceducation consisting in teaching mixed
age classes, which these schools employ. Innovasiamderstood as something that has
existed earlier and is being rediscovered now, famwh this perspective, small schools, or
teaching in mixed age classes, are an interesédggogical alternative.

To understand these propositions we need to cldrdyterm small school. Small schools are
schools at which pupils of different forms withimetfirst four years of elementary education
are taught together in joined classes. These arallydased in the country. (According to
Pricha)

In the first part of the dissertation, | would like deal with small schools from the point of

view of history, and show that the existence oflssthool as the oldest form of elementary
education has a long tradition. Such schools hameved up to the present and although they
have not forgotten their traditions, they did netmain schools of the national revival, but

became living organisms responding to the changiordd.

The questionnaire based survey, which we perforam@bng region representatives and
mayors of towns with small schools, has shown bwdth these groups of respondents were
aware of the fact that small schools are not ontgesie part of the educational system but
represent a cultural and social centre of its ibcak well. Particularly mayors state that both
pupils and teachers contribute their activitiegsht® improvement of life in the village. The
very fact that a village maintains its own schomstributes positively to the identity of its
inhabitants.

In order for small schools to be able to keep Hinfy its demanding function, it is necessary
that future teachers are better prepared partlguler pedagogical and psychological
disciplines.

There are indications that within the preparatidrieachers of the first five years, there is
only very limited time devoted to the way of teahat small schools (e.g. as little as 4 hours
in the syllabus for primary pedagogy studies adogrtb the survey).

As | already mentioned in the introduction, smath@ol will be dealt with also as an
alternative or innovation in education and | waat dompare small schools with their
counterparts abroad. | will be interested in thenbers of such schools and their participation
in educating as well as their pedagogical efficigerfor which | want to use the theoretical
historical and comparative methods, as my aim fsltow the development and compare the
issue along the timeline and within the histormahtext.

Basic points:
» the importance of small schools in the historicaispective
» small schools as an alternative in education



* requirements on teachers at a small school (thepgvation)
* survey: by means of a questionnaire based survesgdertain whether small
schools provide education comparable to that dy fuiganized schools



