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The play specialist functions as the children’s “guide” during its stay in a hospital. His or her task is to familiarise the child with the hospital environment, a ward routine, prepare the child for an operation or a check up or to be close when it is needed and fill its free time with suitable activities. To be able to deal with this demanding work on a professional level, the game specialist must have sufficient knowledge of pedagogy, special pedagogy, psychology, health care and be a member of a team which cares of the child patient. There should be

a cooperation with doctors and other staff, psychologists, pedagogues, parents  and possibly with other specialists. The game specialist then has to process gained information and hand it on to the child by, for the child, understandable means. 

The aim of this thesis is to create the concept of study of a play specialist under the terms of special pedagogy. The theoretical part of the thesis focuses on the system of the paediatric care in the Czech Republic. It characterizes, for example, selected paediatric clinics, the most frequent diagnosis of children patients and an average length of hospitalization. It is also concerned with the system of education and mentions non-profit organizations and volunteer centres involved in paediatric care. One chapter deals with care about children with specific needs – about children with physically handicapped, mentally handicapped, visually or auditorily handicapped, about children with communication disorder, with behaviour disorder, children with combination defects and socially disadvantaged children.

Apart from history and specifying of the subject fields, this thesis deals with present situation of the play work in the Czech Republic. One part deals with the play specialist’s forms of work at Childs ward – play, expressive and other special pedagogical therapies. These should lead to a creation of pleasant atmosphere and ease the stay of child in the hospital. After the evaluation of the research and personal experience of the researcher, the concept of study of a game specialist under the terms of special pedagogy will be formed.

