E-LEARNING AND THE DEAF
Information society. 
Modern societies could be called information societies. Nevertheless, we could never share information to the extent we do today without our modern information and communication technologies. We can say that information and communication technologies have become almost necessary for society nowadays. We are part of society which teaches computer literacy its young members. And we know that computer technology can improve learning and teaching and contribute to the development of intellectual and creative activities of children. It provides schools a more effective way of fulfilling its function. And this applies also to education of deaf.
E-learning. 
The perception of the term „e-learning“ has not been unified yet. The word „e-learning“ is used in a wide variety of contexts. The European commission defines e-learning like this: „E-learning is the use of new multimedia technologies and the Internet to improve the quality of learning by facilitating access to resources and services as well as remote exchanges and collaboration“. What is the right concept of e-learning? The specific goal of e-learning is an on-line distant education (learning), where the medium of instructions is computer technology and where a special web system (learning management system) is used. A necessary precondition of the system is a working virtual interaction and communication between a tutor and a student. 

Hearing impairment. 
We know that there is a wide range of hearing defects. In the literature from past years is often provided only that the degree or rather the size of hearing defects and the time was the incept, depends primarily on the ability to control the spoken word and the related development of mental functions. But the present knowledge clearly points out that these are not the only factors, and they even may be less important than social and cultural factors, such as the environment in which a person with auditory defect grows, communication and later the school the person attends at the early age. The significance of social and cultural aspects, however, was generally highlighted only in recent years, particularly in the context of Sign Language research. From the above mentioned special social and cultural factors then derives a number of other factors, such as language preference and empiricism, the ability to work with a text, and others. The major "problem" of people with hearing defects is the limited communication capability that leads to depletion of the absorption of information. But obviously, when taking into account the reported marked differences, for example between the deaf children deaf parents and deaf the children parents who hear, the cause of limited communication skills is not the consequence of the absence of hearing. It is a question of the potential satisfaction of the needs of communication, mutual communication, and the subsequent development of such individuals. 

ICT and deaf. 
The usage of ICT by deaf people is very wide. Not long ago, many experts believed that using and working with PC, Web browsing, etc. is not problem for deaf. It is not true. Deaf people working with PC and Internet have problems which stem primarily from the language barrier. The language available in text form may not be fully understood by them. When we add the often lack of good communication at an early age, which is inevitable for the overall development of the intellect and other abilities, the problems are more than evident. But let’s leave this aspect for now. In comparison with the perception of a spoken word, ICT is important for deaf as it largely extends their abilities and offers a relatively accessible way of communication and information absorption. Deaf people use ICT in the same way as other people do, but in some parts intensively as all. It is logical that they will not use such information and communication technologies as listening and downloading music. Deaf people in real life appreciate primarily a possibility to: 

· practice VIDEOCHAT

· send SMS and e-mail messages 

· search INFORMATION 

· EDUCATE themselves
The possibilities of using information and communication technologies in education of deaf students are broad but unfortunately they turn out to be insufficiently utilized. First, it is the advantage of a visual clearness as the visual perception is the primary way of obtaining information for deaf pupils. The use of information and communication technologies in education offers great opportunities to visualize information and thus understand transmitted information. Information and communication technologies today have replaced a number of teaching aids and in conjunction with Internet it provides great database of information.

The difficult engagement of deaf students in the process of education is particularly related to the aspects of language and its perception. Deaf students have problems with perception and production of Czech language, not only in speech (which is generally seen as understandable), but also in a written form. They cannot master the language in a natural way and therefore the level of their linguistic skills is limited. Verbal language for deaf people is in most cases not an adequate means of communication because a child is not able to acquire it rapidly and flexibly. Written language is a visual form and despite a significant link with the spoken language it is certainly easier to develop. A study materials is mostly accessible in a form of written language, although now there are also texts in sign language. It is preferable when students focus on a written language directly presupposed by e-learning.
The second factor which stresses the importance of e-learning is that deaf people perceive the world around them especially visually. This also applies to education. Internet is a visual environment, and apart from the real world there is nothing more accessible. The need for multimedia material including textual information, graphic information (pictures, graphs, charts), audio information (speech, music), and the audio-visual (video) is based on the fact that a man acquires 80% of information through visual perception, 12% through auditory perception, 5% through touch and 3% through other senses. 
E-learning environment and Internet offer the possibility to easily insert and then use images, video (including the interpretation into a sign language), animation, etc. things hardly to be find anywhere else. It is a textbook equivalent for deaf.

In the field education of deaf ICT and e-learning offer a considerable potential. However, it seems that this potential is not sufficiently used especially at the primary stage of education. It would be a shame not to take the advantage.
